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JOE AND DENISE MARMAN
955 Kidder Court

Auburn, CA 95603-5833
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Reed E, Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Wash. D. C. 205

Re: Violence vs Education on Television

Dear Chairman Hundt:

FEDERAl COlfMIllCADONS ClIMMlSSlO?
OFJIKI OF SEGRETARY

October 30, 1995

I want to commend you for your efforts to get VIOLENCE off TV, and to force
the Broadcasters to produce more educational programs for the public. I am appalled at
the language, bedroom scenes and suggestive programs that are allowed to be shown any
hour of the day or night. I highly support your stand in helping to pass legislation in
Congress to allow the installation ofthe "v-chip".

We want to lend our support for broader expansion of educational programs on
television, and to require that broadcasters are required to allocate a specified number of
hours of programs to upgrade the morality and civility of our nation. I am specifically
referring to taxpayer support ofPublic Television, especially those to educate the public in
politics, history, and importantly, the negative aspects that anti-social behavior can
have on our society.

Let us know what we can do to help.

I believe that a lot of the crime problems can be attributed to the violence on ~~V

pi movie theaters.

Good luck with this project. We recommend the more educational programs the better.

Very truly yours,

~~~~
Denise Marman ..

:'0
No. of ceolea rec'd _
ListABCOE
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F~OK: C~rlynn William.
. .

~' NUMBER or PAGES '1'0 tOLLOW__-....:=="------

z
•

•••
••

MESSAGE: OUR LOCA'L NEWSPAPER PRINTED nCRITIC:; SAY TV FLUNKS ';~,\I!EDUCATIONAL
VALUE. II AN' ARTICLE DESCRIBING THE PRESENT STATUS I)F PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN
115 AIlID UNDER.

I AM VERY INTEaESTED IN THIS SUBJECT AND HAVE BEEN PRODUCING
PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION AND INFORMATION FOR ADULTS IN THE FIELDS OF HEALTH
AND MEDICINE AND BUSINESS AND EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS.

PLEASE SEE THE FOLLOW'ING VISION. MDlfrON ANO PHILOSOPHY OF
THE PROGRAM AS ONE ATTEMPT TO FURTHER DEFINE AN ON ... GOING PROCESSf~~~

PLEASE FOR.WARD INFORMATION AND/OR ADD MY NAME AND ADDRESS TO 7:'Y..
A MAILING LIST WH£RE.

V'J

<
Ll.J

Q-
a-mail 'nic~ccnet.com
~E~EPHON!: S10 831-1069

FA~; !10 831-1069 3 •

'1'0 SEND A FAX, AF'1'!R. THE MESSAGS TONE, l'Jt,!SS 3 * WAX'!' rOll THE
FAX TONE, THSN PRESS "STAR.T."

N6W IDEAS cOHNENTARt - RADIO AND YILIVIIIOW PROQaAMa LINKIN.
EDUCATION WItH fll lusrW!$. or COMMUNICATION

No. of CODiII~ 0
list ABCOe ... I •
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510 831 1069 TO: 619 557 7158 P02

• • •. • • NEW IDE A S COM MEN TAR V • • • • • NEW IDE A seD MMEN TAR Y • • .

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY

• • • • NEW IDBAS COMMBNTARY•.. television and z~adio proQ'rams linking
education with the business of communicatian .

FlI2C12/I/I2D
J4N

, 30 1996

~~
NEW IDEAS COMMENTARY is dedicated to cmr cClmmuni ty, and to a ~~81'10,
and concern for human, plant. and animal inhabitants including .
Earth itself. With this thought in mind, people who participate
on the program hold this ethic in hiQh•• t ~.t••m.

@ 199\l, 19.11. Carlvna willialll

VISION of NEW IDEAS COMM!:NTARY

-

-

Programs and individuals on NEW IDEAS CONN!~NTARY are seen and
heard as proactive participants, e.ger torn•• t the goals and
objectives of excellence. Through the talents of intuition and
inspiration, new ideas are otfered. With the skills of innovation
and creativity, an integration of the diverse attirms the value of
lite. Because of the u.e of teChnology, the relationship gives
interactive perspectives to the 5udienee and we are respected and
~ompensated tor imagination trom the public we serve. NEW IDBAS
COMMENTARY enlivens as it includes the quality of old ideas and
the spirit of the new.

MISSION STATEMENT

The m1 !!Hlion of NRPi IB~A:S CO/ffltmNTARY is to provtdi! e01Tll'llUfti~y radio
and television interactive dialogues offering a live, spontaneous
.rena where ia••• are shaped and creativity is formed and fOC\1Sen.
We are committed to e4ucation and information •• empowered
citizens, we cooperate economically and socially, providing
imaginative and innovative insights in the implementation of
knowledge to work and lite. Community member~ may be seen and
heard by many. Communication is the key and media is its tool.



....",OCT 16 '95 15: 52 NEW IDEAS 510 831 1069 TO:
N.I·" I~.AI COHN6N'I'AR'i'r III l!!oZ' :rad~.o and tehviaion

'.0. BOx 152, Danville, CA 94526
(510) 1IJ1-l0U

619 557 7158 P03

pro/Jrarn, N6" IDIlA, COHH"rrARYr III (N:IC). sbe haa ••rvad on bUI:l.n..s

and education roundtable., A~opt-A-SghOQl Qomm1tt•• , p~Qdue'd and

co-dir.ctad televiaion progtaml and video. in support of buaine••

and education partnerahip.. Sbe Wa' ••lleted as voice-ovar talent

for promotional videos, CAlL! IN THE CLASSROOM, and otbers. In

addition to radio and eelevia10n p~o4uet:Lon, Ma. Williams haa t.u~ht

Inrl1eh to g~fted and at-ri.k student, and W.. cha1rper.on for a

department of eight EngUsh teach.~s. She wu employed by

Mt, ~i.blQ Hospital. serenity Bating Ci.l)rders Department, where _he

disorder', program at th, ho.pital.

M•• Williams de.irned and developed weekly radio and

talevi-don program.. N8W IDEAS COJDaNf'A}!Y for radio beQan in lSl90

and air.~ •••kly. In .~dition to ~adio, NBN ID6AS aONHENTA~Y,

began on television during the tall, 1"2, Whera it continu•• to

ai~ weekly. Tue.day, 7 ~.m., Ch. 3. The prorram i. d.di~.t.d

to education anc! information about h.alth, buaia••• , and edueation.

He~ .or~ in the field of co~m\lnity ~nvolv.ment has eontr1buted to

• forum tor 4ialogue, int.~.ction, and discu••1on for tho.e Who

with to participate.

In addit:l.on to producing N8f1 ID6AS CI'ItNDXAlt.Y in Contra Coata

County, in 1'95. Ma. Williams joined Fremont Adult Sc:hool in the

production ot COMMUNITY EXCHANGE. This p~.lot cable television .eri••

fe.ture. busine•• and education partnerShips and distinrui.h.d

pul!t1:!.a le'hoC'l P!'ogrllms and lIlaintain. the U.me <forlllat sa NtC.

san Ramon vaney Quality Counc:il. Damihg Iltudy G;roup on Health

Car' l and Contra Costa Council. Her radio and television produetion

hal baen approv.d through Women/Minori ty Eluaine.. En terpri••

Cl.aringhouse (NNS!). She ••rves •• a bo~r4 member for !ay Area

Spe.ker~' Service and is invite~ tQ .peak on community panels and

to group•.

H•. WiUblll. received her underrraduiI,te degree in English ana

d~ama fro~ Holy Names College, Oaklan4. CA., M.A., Sd~cation

~••d.r.~i~r st. Mary's colle;e, MQ~a;•• CA, M.A., HQlistic Health
-. ...... .J!_...!I_
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Under:' agreenltmt with Van Micrt, 2 companies will be ahle to offer European sel'vkes and
valLleftadded features, such as corpol'ate cOllununications networks, but it doesn't give them access to
low-level data netwOI'ks. He said t~'\t:tl of Info AG, German~bHsed unit or FT, r~ma.lned to be dc.:dded.
Final BC approval will r:'etluil'e comment hy other partitls. proceM he expct:ted to be c()l11Pl~ted by next
summel'. Van Miert said nc d~al should satiRfy FCC concel11~ about markel uominance, whic.:h is k~:y

stumbling block for Sprint aHiance. "Our c.:oncem... were very much in1ine with theirs," he tokl news
conference,

Barren 'Deeply Troubled I

AUTOMATION IN pee's FUTURE TO FOLLOW OFFICE CLOSINGS

Automation and national callc.:tlnter with free 800 lltUnbel' will bc provided by FC(~ fol' conRUlm~r~
to seek Infun_tionltl1t{ fHe comphtints It.s follow-up to Chnm:Hundt's decision [<..1 clolii~ 3 regional and
9 fil:ld offices, with SUbsequent firing of employees for first tinlC in agency's hi1lt.ory (CD Oct 13 (3).
Plan has been approved hy other eommissionerli 0114-1 vote (Quello dissenting, BUl'I'ett (,;onCLllTing) and
now goes to congressional. appropriations cOllwirteeli for review.

~!nce~l)I!!l!~~. ~nd staft' t.:=~u(;t2.0n. wit!.f~e c>'£Eositigpjn"",~q"Jg.~t!ss) with FCC branch or National
Treasury Employee!) Union (NTBU) using umon'R lobbyist to fight action. Offices to he closed are purt
of Compliance & Information Bureau (CIB), which stands to lose about J/3 of its 384 employee!; (CD
Aug 18 pi) by end offiscal '96. Many of those employee!! wlll be replaced hy automution, particularly
ill field ~- fact, that doeRn't set too well with Barren, who said in his concurrence: "Tt hi:lS Always been
Illy helief thaI there are tlrn~!l whtm a 1nacl1iIl~ can be no substitute for a human being, t,

I-Tuudt said FCC "enforcement staffing will remain steady," although some p~l'~nus will be
relucated, and re~rul:tur:'ing will tmahle agency to continue" important enforcement IU.u.l inICrfel'ell(';~

responsibilities around the country." Tu that end, CTa plans LU spcnd $5~$7 milJiol1 ill eq\JipmeUI and
p~n;onnel costs (for sepa.rations) in next 2 years. 'That, FCC sClid, will save estimated of $8 million
alulLlally thereafter. As result of office closures, mORt of agenl:Y's monitoring activity will be
automated, wi.th litation in umrel, Md., only one to relllain open. National automated monilol'ing
networlc is scheduled tu he in place hy next summer.

Sa.iq U'l~~" ..,"Perf9nllel.:~e~uctlons Uen-=ver e~y in an agency as bal'dw()J'king· a~ thi1f, but thls-m
nor-onl5'''fPte'';t~t tJiing fO do; it is ncce!lsary il1 light of the budget situation fat:ing [he Comll1jssion, ..
for the foreseeable future." Commission sctid can center will handle complaint" and informalion
requestli "more efficiently, and with greater convenience to the public, than is possible currently inlhe
dispersod tield office!;."

Barrett said he was "deeply troubled that individuals who have worked with the Commission for
years and who have been effective... wUl be unemployed as a result of this decision... However, (hiN
actioll means "imply that the curr~l1t permissible h~ad count for the agency remains the: i::lHue whiJe the
num.b~r of eInl,loyees in the field will he cut. .. The COnUnil'Ri<m will retain the ability to hir~ i::taff in
ot.her offices ... to r~placc any displaced employees once budgetary constraints arc eliminated.
Thorefortl, r caution the Commisliion !lot to be misguided by itl\ efforts to respond [lJ monetary
~ons{rainr.~ through personnell'eductious." Quello didn't haw written dissent, but he was very critIcal
last RUIlU11er wheullundt anllounceU reductiol\ plan, saying it should have been discussed with
t:OJlUnissioners in advance (CD Aug 18 p1.).
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OF
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COMPLIANCE AND INFORMATION BUREAU

ADDRESS REPLY TO:

Carlynn Williams
P.O. Box 852
Danville, CA 94526

4542 Ruffner st., Room 370
San Diego, Ca 92111-2216
(619) 467-0549

Date:

TO 8PHO OUR REPlY

October 31, 1995

We are using this informal way to handle your inquiry and we hope you
agree that a prompt response is more important than formality.

Please refer to the items(s) checked below for your reply.

The enclosed material should adequately respond to your
inquiry. Any further questions you may have should be
directed to the above address.

~ The information you have requested cannot be handled by
this office. Therefore, your letter has been directed to:

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau, Enforcement Division
ATTN: Complaints & Investigations Branch
2025 M Street, Room 8210 - STOP CODE IS00C1
Washington, DC 20554

Any additional correspondence regarding this matter should be
fQ!"W8rded directly to that address.

Other -

Sincerely,

ffi?-%t ·
WilliamH.~
Engineer in Charge
San Diego Office

cc: FCC, MMB, Enf. Div., Compls. & Investigations Br., WA, DC w/incoming
letter dated 10/16/95 from Carlynn Williams w/enclosure
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Per the attached, just as we need quality programming for television, so we need just this sort of
programming on radio!

Perhaps with quality programmiJag there, as well, not only will adults enjoy the very best in music,
but it will afford them the opportunity to educate and cultivate a love ofgood music in the
children's lives, and ifthis happens, perhaps children will not be as dependent on television!

NO. of CoDiea rec'd tJ
ListABCDe



New devices help parents
block offensive TV shows
Dear Ann Landers: "Green

belt's" plea for an end to
trash on the TV talk shows of

the '90s needs a fuller reply.
Your readers should know that

several companies have developed
blocking technologies that allow
anyone offended by such shows as·
Jenny· Jones or Jerry Springer to
black out the TV screen for the
duration of the show.

Instead of sending dozens of let
ters to the networks, advertisers
and show hosts with little effect, a
viewer can send a more powerful
message by blocking the show.
When the ratings drop, the level of
discourse on that show will im
prove.

In a related development, Con
gress recently passed legislation to
require the installation of a device
in ,new TV sets that can be used to
block shows rated for violence, lan
guage or sex. For just a few extra
cents added to the price of a TV,
parents will be able to program this
"V-chip" to keep anything carrying
a parental warning from reaching
their kids in their own living room.

At last, it will be possible to
create an oasis of decency in your
own home without having to turn
your back to public airwaves en
tirely.

TV programming will always be
controversial to some and enter
taining to others. Technology will
soon make it easier to customize
your own TV to your own tastes.
The sooner the better. ~ Rep. Ed
ward J. Markey, U.S. House of
Representatives

Dear Rep. Markey: I agree whole
heartedly. Please keep reading for
more on this subject:

,ANN lANDERS

Dear Ann Landers: You were
right to suggest that readers
let program sponsors know

when they are outraged by what
they see on TV. But that's not all
they should do.

The Federal Communications
Commission, which I chair, is cur
rently considering whether broad
casters should be required to show
at least three hours per week of
educational programs for kids.
Broadcasters currently are not re
quired to air even one children's
educational program per week. We
can and should expect more from
them.

Parents need information and
devices like the V-chip to help
them select from the avalanche of
programs pouring uninvited over
the air into their homes. But simply
eliminating offensive programming
will not produce quality progra,ms.
Your readers should demand abet
ter choice of educational and infor- .
mational TV that helps, not
hinders, our efforts to teach posi
tive values to our children. - Reed

E. Hundt, chairman, FCC

Dear Reed Hundt: You have writ
ten a highly provocative letter for
which I thank you. It's a fact that
by the time a child begins first
grade, he or she has already spent
the equivalent of three school years
in front of the TV. No other country
in the world has permitted such
unmitigated trash to be aired dur
ing the hours children are accus
tomed to watching.

Because of the efforts of Rep.
Edward Markey of Massachusetts
and Sen. Paul Simon of Illinois, the
industry will be forced to clean
itself up. We are deeply indebted to
these superb public servants for
having the integrity to put the best
interests of children first and not
be seduced by potential big-money
backers. Too bad there aren't more
like them.

. Confidential to Liberal in Louisville:
Open-mindedness is good, but don't
be so open-minded that your brains
fall out.

Write to Ann Landers in care of
the News & Record, P.O. Box
20848, Greensboro, N.C. 27420.
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September 19, 1995

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington, DC 20054

Re. MM Docket 93-48

Dear Chairman Hundt:

"

I am most grateful that you are serving as Chairman of the
FCC. Your remarks to the National Press Club give hope that we can
reverse the negative effects of television violence on our
children. Thank you for speaking out!

I am concerned about the highly disproportionate amount of
gratuitous violence on TV, because of the damaging impact on our
children and our society as a whole. At the very least, we must
increase the amount of excellent educational programs available for
our youngsters of all ages, so that there will be a wholesome
choice for parents and children.

I would like to recommend that:

1. The FCC strengthen the Children's Television Act by
requiring that broadcasters provide three hours weekly of
educational and informational children's television shows
and that this requirement be increased by 30 minutes each
year over four years to eventually require five hours
weekly. This would be a modest increase compared to the
27 hours of children's TV common in the 1950's.

2. The FCC require that stations identify programs as
educational and informational at the time they are aired
and provide identifying information to publishers for
programming guide

3. The FCC restrict the number and duration of commercials
on children's shows.
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The FCC take your suggestion to require broadcasters in
each community to develop a Contract for Kids and
Community. In each market all broadcasters would state
concretely and specifically how they intend to give
parents a choice of high quality, decent, nonviolent and
educational programming, and how they would give parents
the power to choose. In each market broadcasters would

.tell their audiences at the beginning of their licensing
period what they intend to do for kids and the community
they serve. Furthermore, the FCC should make it clear to
licensees that the renewal of their licenses depended
upon compliance with these clear commitments as well as
the requirements shown in number one, two and three
above.

We must make TV live up to its potential for educating and and
entertaining the public.

Sincerely,

~~~~
LeAnn Smith
Director
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October 30, 1995

Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
Washington, D. C. 205

Re: Violence on Television

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I want to commend you for your efforts to get VIOLENCE off TV, and to force
the Broadcasters to produce more educational programs for the public. I am appalled at
the language. bedroom scenes and suggestive programs that are allowed to be shown any
hour of the day or night. I highly support your stand in helping to pass legislatioll in
Congress to require the installation of the device "v-chip". I don't know what it will take
to send the message to the broadcasters and producers that we are fed up with all the sex
and violence on movies and TV but we hope this is a step in the right direction. Keep up
the good work we are behind you 1000.10. Let us know what we can do to help.

I believe that a lot of the crime problems can be attributed to the violence on TV.
I am also appalled at all the sex and violence shown at the movie theaters.
Good luck with this project. I recommend the more educational programs the better.

Very truly yours,

ov~~~
Ann Marman

"
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26 October, 1995

RECEIVED
Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetNW
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

JAN 30 1996

fEl)ffW. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSlO'
OFffCE OF SEGRETARY

Mark Twain is reputed to have once said, "Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a
good example." I believe when he said that there were far more good examples in his times than we have
now. If I may paraphrase, I am finding the opposite ofwhat he said to be true now, few things are harder
to put up with the than the annoyance of poor examples. I find this to be especially true in the examples
given to American society in the mass media of television, movies, and VCR rentals. J can hardly tum on
my television without being subjected to lurid advertisements filled with suggestions ofsex and violence
for both television and movie programming. I don't have children in my home and J don't know whether
you do either, but all you have to do is put a child in front of a program with even mild amounts of
violence and almost immediately, many children, not to mention adults, begin to imitate what they have
just seen.

Adults in our society are presumed to know the difference between fantasy in the media and fact in real
life. For far too many individuals, there is no limit between the two and it's too easy to pick up the
newspaper and read about copycat crimes inspired by uninspired entertainment. Far too many producers,
directors, and writers have no sense of social and moral responsibility when it comes to what they choose
to show the public. It makes me appreciate all the more those who use their talents in ways which uplift as
they entertain.

The topic of government regulation of the content ofmovies and television can be a volatile one because
on one side there is the greater good of the people and on the other, those who claim that First Amendment
rights give them complete license to express themselves in any way they choose. I'm not necessarily an
advocate ofgovernmental regulation, but something must be done to stem the tide of filth which is gaining
an ever more secure foothold in our society. Liberty is not license and with rights come responsibility.•
There are cases in which governmental regulation has been a necessity. Cases which immediately come to
mind are the abuses in the meat industry which Upton Sinclair exposed in his book The Jungle, and Ida
Tarbell, whose investigative reporting led to "trust-busting."

In my own sphere of action I 1.10 not attend R-rated movies nor do I watch TV programs which come with ~;_:.
the viewer discretion labels. 1do my best to persuade others to follow this same standard. I do not do ;....
these thinas as a puritanical reformer, but in my own (and others') best interests. Ifyou attend such ;';
entertainment, listen closely to your conscience and examine how you feel after viewing R-rated movies,
and television with excessive violence and acts of sex which are both explioit and suggestive. Compare~·.'

those feelings to what you sense after you view something uplifting. If you have not already done so,
sincerely experiment with this suggestion at least once, preferably several times, and you will hopefully
understand what I mean.

Mr. Hundt, when Alexis de Tocqueville, a French historian of the Nineteenth Century, traveled through
this country, the result was that he wrote a work called Democracy in America. In it, he observed that
"America is great becal~.':e stw IS good." Ifwe lose our goodness, surely we will lose our greatness and I
can think of few greater calamities our nation could suffer. We are already seeing before our eyes what is
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happening---the destruction of the family, gang warfare, declining moral standards in public and private
life, and many other basic problems. I am fairly young, Mr. Hundt, but I have been a student ofhistory,
especially the history ofour great Republic as long as I have been able to read. Throughout our history we
have been an extraordinarily blessed--some would call us a lucky--nation. When nations are blessed they
tend to do one oftwo things; acknowledge and uphold the blessings they have received or forget I fear
greatly that we are well on our way to forgetting and it will prove to be our undoing.

When television was in its infancy, Edward R. Murrow made the following observation regarding it:

"This instrument can teach, it can illuminate; yes, and it can even inspire. But it can do so
only to the extent that humans are determined to use it to those ends..."

The instruments ofmass media are not fulfilling the potential oftheir promise as Mr. Murrow saw it. They
are, in fact, doing the opposite and this trend must be halted and reversed.

I have written already to Mrs. Gore to express my concern and she referred me to your office. Please, do
all that you can to see that we do not suffer further decline into this amoral culture which is gaping wide to
swallow us all as a nation. I will also be writing to my Congressional representatives about these concerns.
Please work: with them and other willing parties as much as possible to reign in the corrupt excesses in our
culture. Thank you very much.

~i'
~~

3665 East 3820 South #4
Salt Lake City, Utah 84109
801/273-7933

cc: Senator Orrin Hatch, (R-UT)
Senator Robert Bennett, (R-UT)
Congresswoman Enid Greene Waldholtz, (R-UT)


